


streamline

Over time, running water engraves the ground to form a canyon, which is called its streamline.  A 
streamline is the path of least resistance, a line of contour increasing both the water’s speed and ease 
of movement.  Airplanes, cars, boats, and trains—software, tennis shoes, sunglasses, and poems—
may be streamlined for faster, simpler, and more elegant designs.  Even the human body may be 
streamlined to divide air or water from skin.

In Streamline, five abstract painters stretch lines to form sleek and stylish designs of both color and 
light.  In Siri Berg’s paintings, a color chart rearranges a rainbow.  In Victor Kord’s, patterns echo red, 
then blue.  Tracing Carrie Patterson’s lines, the horizon tips vertical.  In Camilo Sanin’s pieces, nature’s 
unseen patterns appear.  And in Douglas Witmer’s work, vivid color revives cold monotony.

Siri Berg reorders pseudo-scientific charts that sort and categorize paint into its rich and varied hues.  
Dissecting the forest’s browns, the ocean’s blues, and the sunset’s red into their technicolored parts, 
Berg teaches our eyes to rethink color—to restructure the spectrum through systematic lines and 
shifting bars.

If Berg teaches us to rethink color, Victor Kord asks us to rethink pattern.  Akin to patterns found 
in advertisement, fashion, nature, and even language, Kord’s paintings repeat shape and texture 
through distinct tones of color and shade.  In one piece, a design is apple-pink fresh; in another, the 
same is bottom-of-the-barrel dark.  Kord requires that we reconsider geometric motifs, each time 
learning our mood anew.

In turn, Carrie Patterson’s paintings alter our mood again, suggesting visual middles connecting 
earth to sky, floor to ceiling, and past to future.  In Patterson’s work, we gaze at colorful centers:  the 
green of a tree stretching from mud to cloud, the blue of a beam supporting roof over floor.  Patterson 
places us in the ever-happening now:  that middle range of vision linking far to near—joining the 
eye’s horizon to the upright heart.

Where Patterson’s lines are perpendicular, Camilo Sanin rethinks line to reveal the components of 
things.  With smooth and glossy strokes, Sanin’s paintings seem pressed between glass slides:  a 
butterfly’s wing, a beetle’s back, a droplet of teeming water.  Exact as snowflakes, Sanin’s images offer 
microscopic views.  We are asked to look again—and look more closely.

While Sanin’s views compact, Douglas Witmer’s expand.  He begins with an urban jungle—the gray-
on-gray of a concrete world, drained of light.  Here, cold metal meets an overcast sky.  Out of this 
indistinct fog, Witmer slashes the red of blood, spills the blue-green of water, and spreads the golden 
fan of the sun.  In Witmer’s work, we re-see the wonder of the world’s palette.

Contouring color and line, the five contemporary painters of Streamline create striking, smart forms.  
As viewers follow the streams of these lines, their sight is shaped—smoothed—renovated.

---

Jennifer Cognard-Black is an Associate Professor of English at St. Mary’s College of Maryland, where she teaches 
literature and fiction writing.  Cognard-Black’s publications are eclectic, ranging from short fiction to critical 
articles to edited collections to textbooks.  Recently, Cognard-Black has turned her attention to art writing, 
completing a commissioned symphony text as well as an essay for the Rosenbach Museum in Philadelphia.  
Her current project is an edited collection of food writing, Words Rising, forthcoming with the University of 
Nebraska Press in 2012.

Siri Berg was born in Stockholm, Sweden, receiving her B.A. from the Institute 
of Art and Architecture at the University of Brussels. For the past thirty years, 
Berg’s work has been exhibited both nationally and internationally and is 
housed in permanent museum and private collections all over the world. 
Most recently, Berg was featured in the book, 100 New York Painters, written 
by Cynthia Maris Dantzic.  Berg is a member of American Abstract Artists and 
has taught “Color Theory” for three decades at The New School—Parsons 
School of Design in New York City.

Victor Kord was born in Satu-Mare, Romania but now lives and works in New 
York City.  Kord received his MFA from Yale University in 1960 and has an extensive 
international and national exhibition record.  The recipient of a Guggenheim 
Fellowship, a fellowship at the American Academy in Rome, and a member of the 
American Abstract Artists, Kord has had solo shows nationally and internationally. 
Kord has artworks in the permanent collection of the Cleveland Museum of Art, 
the Alrich Museum, and the Whitney Museum of American Art. 

Douglas Witmer was born in 1971 in Winchester, Virginia and has lived and 
worked in Philadelphia since 1995. An exhibition entitled “I Found A Reason” is the 
first museum exhibition dedicated to Witmer’s work and opens in July 2011 at the 
Cornell Fine Arts Museum of Rollins College in Winter Park, Florida.  Other recent 
venues include MoMA PS1, Blank Space Gallery, and The Painting Center in New 
York City; AxD Gallery in Philadelphia; Some Walls in Oakland, California; and The 
Indianapolis Museum of Contemporary Art.

Carrie Patterson was born in Tokyo, Japan and received her M.F.A. in 
1998 from The University of Pennsylvania; she now lives and works 
in Leonardtown, Maryland.  Patterson’s work has been exhibited 
nationally and internationally. Most recently, Patterson’s work has 
been exhibited at AxD gallery in Philadelphia, The Painting Center 
in New York City, and has been included in the on-line curatorial 
project entitled “Geoforms” (www.geoforms.net).

Camilo Sanin was born in Bogota, Colombia and received his M.F.A. from 
Maryland Institute College of Art in the spring of 2011. Sanin’s paintings are 
subtle geometric abstractions that use line, color, and form to challenge our 
preconceived visual ideals. Sanin combines deeply felt personal experiences 
with complex perceptual experiences, thereby creating a new narrative that 
resonates with the viewer.  Sanin’s work has been included in numerous shows 
in Maryland, New Jersey, New York, and Florida.






